
Ah, the holidays. It’s a crazy busy time 
of year, with many people celebrating different 
holidays. We decorate our homes to be merry and 
bright, cook for the ones we love, bake acres of 
cookies, and do what we can to bring light to the 
heart of winter - the shortest day of the year. After 
all that, wouldn’t it be great if we could go into 
hibernation and sleep until spring? Of course, we 
can’t, but we can sometimes find a moment in all 
the hustle and bustle to let time stand still, to reflect 
on the year. The word solstice literally means “sun 
stands still”.

At the District, we’ve completed our Annual 
Report for 2021-2022, and we’re looking 
forward to 2023. It’s going to be a big year for us, 
with restoration projects in the works, supporting 
our local partners, inviting the public to tour local 
farms with us, helping gardeners and farmers with 
soil testing, and all the other things we do in service 
to conservation. We’ve got plans to plant over 
370,000 trees and shrubs on the McKenzie River as 
part of the Pure Water Partners’ efforts to restore 
the land after the Holiday Farm Fire.

Our Annual Report is available on our website.

Our Annual Meeting will be on Tuesday, 
February 21, 2023 at Wildcraft Cider 
Works, from 6-8pm. The public is invited to 
attend - we hope we’ll see you there. 

Until then, from all of us, we wish you the 
happiest of holidays and a bright New Year!

Upcoming Meetings

BOD Meeting
January 10 – 3pm

BOD Meeting
February 14 – 3pm

BOD Meeting
March 14 – 3pm

For more information, please visit 
uwswcd.org/about/meetings

Celebration, Hibernation, Reflection

Winter 2022



Our Living on the Land Workshop Series, 
held in September-October at the Long Tom Grange 
was a big success! We worked in partnership with 
OSU Lane Extension Service, and the Working 
Lands Program to bring together about 25 
participants new to managing small acre farms 
and properties to learn about land planning, water 
maintenance, managing natural resources, soil 
productivity, and more.

For information about similar future events, please 
contact Victoria Fischella at Victoria@uwswcd.org.

The Oregon Flora native plant database 
is an amazing resource for anyone who enjoys 
spending time in nature in our beautiful home state.

They have made it their mission to increase awareness 
and knowledge of the plants of Oregon through their 
comprehensive guide to almost 5000 plants shared 
through this website, the Flora of Oregon books, and 
their wildflower identification app.

OregonFlora is researching effective ways to return 
plant diversity and natural habitats to working 
agricultural lands. To learn more, visit their website: 
https://oregonflora.org

Living on the Land

Explore the Oregon Flora
Native Plant Database

Melissa Fery, Small Farms Specialist: OSU Extension 
Service; Victoria Fischella, Conservation Technician: 
UWSWCD, and Penny Feltner, Project Manager: The 
Working Lands Program

UWSWCD is hiring!

We’re looking for an HR Generalist to 
join our team. Please visit our website 
for more information.

Our office will be closed on
Monday, December 26th

and Monday, January 2nd.
We wish you safe and  

happy holidays! Oregon Grape



Collecting Rainwater in Oregon

UPPER WILLAMETTE
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Meet Our 
New

Restoration 
Specialist

Alec Spencer 
joined the Upper 
Willamette SWCD 
in October 2022. 
He holds a BS 
in Environmental 
Science from Western Washington University, where 
he pursued his long-standing interests in ecology.

Through the Pure Water Partners program, Alec 
represents the UWSWCD in coordinating post-fire 
riparian restoration efforts in the McKenzie River 
Watershed. Left to his own devices, he enjoys hiking, 
biking, photography, road trips, and reading 
natural histories. Read more about Alec and the 
UWSWCD team on our website: uwswcd.org/about/
team/

There is a common misconception that it is illegal to 
collect rainwater in Oregon and other states. The 
truth is that it is legal to gather rainwater 
everywhere in the state. In fact, many 
communities, such as Eugene, actively encourage 
residents to collect rainwater to supplement wells 
and watersheds.

Rainwater harvesting has many benefits, including 
reducing stormwater runoff and stream pollution, 
helping to conserve water during peak use season, 
and providing a free, sustainable source of water 
to supplement your well or utility service for your 
yard, garden or household.

While permits may be required for larger collection 
systems or for drinking water use, anyone can 
create a system of up to 5000 gallons for outside 
irrigation. Find more information here: 
            uwswcd.org/rainwater
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